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The Renaissance and Reformation MovementsSt. Luther taught
that salvation and, consequently, eternal life are not earned
by good deeds but are received only as the free gift of God's
grace through the believer's faith in Jesus Christ as redeemer
from sin. Probst, Demonizing the Jews:
HesawtheTurksasascourgesentbyGodtopunishChristians,asagentsoftheBiblicalapocalypsethat
Recent scholars consider the evidence for these words to be
unreliable, since they were inserted before "May God help me"
only in later versions of the speech and not recorded in
witness accounts of the proceedings. Over the next five days,
private conferences were held to determine Luther's fate.
On2Julywhilereturningtouniversityonhorsebackafteratriphome,alightningboltstrucknearLutherduringaTo
ask other readers questions about Martin Luther's Easter
Bookplease sign up. The theologians were not prepared to make
a general ruling, and they reluctantly advised the landgrave
that if he was determined, he should marry secretly and keep
quiet about the matter.
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